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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
KEY ADMINISTRATIVE APPOINTMENTS MADE 
NEWS 
Office of Media Relations 
600 Lincoln Avenue 
Charleston, IL 61920-3099 
(www.eiu.edu/-pubaff/omr.htm) 
September 11, 2000 
CHARLESTON-- Lida Wall, Eastern Illinois University's acting provost and vice 
president for academic affairs, today announced the appointment of three academic affairs 
administrators. 
William Weber, associate dean of Eastern's College of Sciences, has been named acting 
associate vice president for academic affairs. Academic affairs has had a vacant position since 
last January when Jeanne Simpson retired. A replacement for Weber has not been named. 
Mary Anne Hanner, chair of Eastern's Department of Communication Disorders and 
Sciences, has been named acting dean of the College of Sciences. She replaces Wall, who 
assumed the duties of acting provost and VP AA Sept. 8. 
Gail Richard, professor of Communication Disorders and Sciences, has been appointed 
the acting chair of CDS. 
-more-
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All appointments are effective Sept. I 5. 
Wall commented, "I am very pleased that Dr. Weber will be joining me in the Academic 
Affairs Office. He has been a significant factor in the College of Sciences' progress the past two 
years and I look forward to his help within the broader university community. 
"I am also pleased to announce Dr. Hanner's appointment as acting dean of the College 
of Sciences. Dr. Hanner has previously served as acting associate dean in the College of 
Sciences, is familiar with the philosophy and needs of the college and has the support of the 
chairs. 
"Furthermore, Communication Disorders and Sciences is very fortunate to have Dr. Gail 
Richard willing to assume the acting chair position. She is an experienced campus and national 
leader whose abilities are recognized within the university, the profession and the external 
community." 
Weber has been at Eastern since 1988, having spent 10 years on the economics faculty 
before becoming associate dean of COS in 1998 where he has managed the college's more than 
$10 million personal services and operating budgets and overseen contractual matters. Up until 
August, he also served as acting director of Summer School where he managed the university's 
$1.8 million summer school budget. 
"I am pleased to accept this opportunity to serve the university community during this 
time of transition. I look forward to working with Acting Provost Wall and her staff to help 
further the university's mission and promote Eastern's many outstanding academic programs," 
Weber said. 
-more-
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Weber has a bachelor's degree in mathematics and computer science and a master's 
degree and Ph.D. in economics, all from the University of Kansas, Lawrence. He has had a 
number of articles published in professional economic journals and edited volumes. 
Prior to joining Eastern's administration, he served as the EIU-UPI (University 
Professionals of Illinois) vice president and has also been its treasurer. He also directed Eastern's 
former Office of Economic Education and has served on the Faculty Senate. 
Hanner has been on the CDS faculty since 1981, having earned both her bachelor's 
degree in speech pathology and audiology and master's degree in speech pathology from Eastern. 
She also holds a doctorate in educational administration from Indiana State University. 
"I am honored to be selected to serve as acting dean of the College of Sciences. Drs. Wall 
and Weber have provided an excellent foundation for assuming this position. I look forward to 
facilitating the college faculty, staff and administrators as they continue to provide excellent 
teaching, high quality research and beneficial service to our communities. Although I expect 
challenges, the opportunity to work with these talented people is exciting," Hanner said. 
Hanner was named chair of CDS in July, having served as acting chair since 1998. She 
has taught courses in voice and voice disorders and served as director of Eastern's Speech-
Language-Hearing Clinic from 1989 to 1998. She has also been a faculty mentor for 
undergraduate and graduate research projects. 
Her university service work has included that of former chair of the Council on Academic 
Affairs and chair of its General Education Revision Committee and a member of the Committee 
on Assessment and Student Learning and the University Studies Committee, among others. 
-more-
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At the state and local level, she has been active in the Illinois Speech-Language-Hearing 
Association, the Speech-Language Pathology and Audiology Licensure Board of the Illinois 
Department of Professional Regulation and the Oakland (Ill.) Board of Education. 
Richard also joined the CDS faculty in 1981 and is regarded as an expert on the topic of 
autism, having written widely on the subject. Most recently she was honored as the recipient of 
the 2000 Distinguished Faculty Award in recognition of her excellence in teaching, 
research/professional development and service. She also earned this year's College of Sciences' 
Distinguished Service and Teacher-Scholar Awards. 
"I have been privileged to be a member of the CDS faculty for almost 20 years. They are 
an extremely dedicated and talented group of professionals. It is an honor to be asked to facilitate 
their work as department chair this year and I look forward to this opportunity," Richard said. 
Richard earned a bachelor's degree in speech pathology and theater from Augustana 
College in Rock Island, a master's degree in speech pathology from Eastern and a Ph.D. in 
communication disorders and sciences from Southern Illinois University, Carbondale. 
She is a past chair of Eastern's Faculty Senate and was appointed the NCAA faculty 
athletics representative for EIU. She has also been a member of the Campus Master Planning and 
Title IX Compliance Review Advisory Committees and has served on a number of university 
search committees and departmental committees. Outside of Eastern, she is actively involved in 
the American and Illinois Speech-Language-Hearing Associations. 
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